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Like us on Put PEEP, Kindergarten Orientation
and Registration on Your Calendars

Kalamazoo Public Schools is excited to 
welcome its newest students during kinder-
garten/PEEP orientation on March 13. 

Incoming kindergarteners, students who 
will be 5 by Sept. 1, can visit Kindergarten 
Orientation, while pre-kindergarten students 
who will be 4 by Dec. 1 can sign up for PEEP, 
the KPS Pre-Kindergarten Early Education 
Program. PEEP and kindergarten registration 
will be held simultaneously on March 13 at all 
district elementary schools. 

Applications for PEEP will be available 
that day. PEEP is part of the state’s Great 
Start Readiness initiative. The program of-
fers half-day or full day pre-kindergarten 
classes with highly trained teachers and two 
support paraprofessionals per classroom in 
elementary schools across the district. Meals 
are provided, and transportation is provided 
for students who live more than a mile from 

the school in their attendance district or for 
students who attend magnet schools that are 
outside of their attendance district.

IMPORTANT DATES

Board of Education Meeting

Thursday, March 14 & 28, 2019
7 p.m. 

Administration Building
1220 Howard St.

For more information, call
(269) 337-1572

UPCOMING

March 6

Literacy Night

Elementary schools, ALP

March 7

Literacy Night

Middle schools

March 13

Kindergarten/PEEP registration

Elementary schools

April 1-5

Spring Break

No School

INSIDE

College Guide 2019

Check out Michigan colleges,

tips for taking for the next step, 

Promise procedures

Pages 7-18

(continued on page 4)

KPS Students Mark MLK Day with Art Competition, Social Justice Book Bowl
Students from Kalamazoo Central High 

School, Loy Norrix High School, and Ma-
ple Street Magnet School for the Arts took 
home the top prizes in the Social Justice Art 
Show in January. 

Cassandra Tank, a senior at Kalamazoo 
Central, who studies under Kellen Deau, 
was one of the top prize winners for her 
piece “From Fear to Strength.” 

In her artist statement, Tank said the 
work addressed sexual assault, noting, 
“Many victims stay silent, fearing the worst. 
They are afraid of what their family may 
think or how their family’s perspectives of 

Teams from Loy Norrix, Kalamazoo Central and Phoenix high schools competed in the Social Justice Book Bowl.

Anthony Burns-El and Za'Khari Washpun were all 
smiles at kindergarten orientation at Northeastern 
Elementary School in 2018.

Participants must meet state eligibility 
requirements for the program.

“It is important that children start school 
at 4 years old to lay a strong foundation for fu-
ture learning,” said Elizabeth Jackson-Span-
er, the KPS early childhood coordinator.

Applications for PEEP will be taken at all 
schools, but the program is run in 12 schools: 
Arcadia, Edison, Greenwood, Indian Prairie, 
Lincoln, Northeastern, Parkwood-Upjohn, 
Prairie Ridge, Spring Valley, Washington, 
Winchell, and Woodward.

Kindergarteners will be members of the 
Class of 2032 and their families are invited 
to take the first steps toward graduation on 
March 13. Parents also may request kinder-
garten enrollment waivers for children who 
will be 5 years old no later than Dec. 1.

Children may tour buildings, 
(continued on page 5)

them may change once they know the truth. 
My hope is for people to see my artwork, 
to feel strong enough to confront what has 

happened to them, and to finally speak up.”
Anaje Greymountain, an eighth grader at 
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Does Money Matter for Schools?

Michael F. Rice, Ph.D.
Superintendent

Is your child ready for pre-
school? The Loy Norrix Child 
Care Center, a five-star rated 
Kalamazoo County Ready 4s 
program, is accepting appli-
cations for childcare and pre-
school. 

The center is located inside 
Loy Norrix High School, 606 E. 
Kilgore Road. Open 7 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m., LNCCC offers full-day 
and half-day enrollment, as well 
as a daily rate. Tuition is $160 a 
week for full-time care, $105 a 
week for half-day care, and $43 
a day. Two snacks and lunch are 

Enroll in the Loy Norrix Child Care Center

LNCCC is open 
to any child, 
regardless of 
residency.

provided for full-time students.
The school accepts 3- and 

4-year-olds. Students must be 
toilet-trained. School district 
residency is not required for the 

program, which is open to the 
public. 

For more information, 
call Stephanie Ludwig at 
(269) 337-0264.

In January, Michigan State 
University (MSU) Professor Dr. 
David Arsen and two of his col-
leagues released a Michigan K-12 
school finance study with several 
unhappy findings and a range of 
more positive steps for the future. 
The findings:

l From 1995 to 2015, Michi-
gan was 50th of 50 among states 
in inflation-adjusted total school 
revenue growth. During this 
period, Michigan’s inflation-
adjusted total school revenue 
declined by 18 percent. In other 
words, total buying power for 
school districts in 2015 was 82 
percent of what it was in 1995, 
easily the worst result nationally.

l Only one other state in the 
country — West Virginia — had 
declining inflation-adjusted to-
tal school revenue growth during 
this period, and West Virginia’s 
decline was 3 percent in 20 years, 
not close to Michigan’s 18 per-
cent drop. All other states in the 
country had increases, from just 
a few percentage points to over 
60 percentage points in a couple 
of states.

l From 1995 to 2015, Michi-
gan was 48th of 50 among states 
in inflation-adjusted per pupil 
revenue growth with a decline of 
15 percent.

Arsen and his co-authors 
have several recommendations 
for addressing the deteriora-

tion in school 
funding in the 
last two de-
cades, many 
of which are 
identical to, or 
minimally con-
sistent with, 
the Michigan 
School Finance 
Research Collaborative (SFRC) 
study issued in January 2018.

l Base per pupil revenue 
(local, state, and federal) of 
$9,590.

l Additional per pupil rev-
enue generated by and for every 
poor student of 35 percent, or 
$3,356, more.

l Additional per pupil rev-
enue for every English language 
learner ranging from 35 percent 
($3,356) to 70 percent ($6,712) 
more, depending upon the Eng-
lish level of the student.

l Additional per pupil rev-
enue for every special needs 
student of 63 percent ($6,042) 
for students with mild disabili-
ties and 104 percent ($9,974) for 
those with moderate disabilities. 
For students with severe disabili-
ties, the MSU study recommends 
that the state reimburse the local 
school district for 90 percent of 
the cost of the student’s educa-
tion.

l High-quality pre-kinder-
garten for all four-year-olds and 

for at-risk three-year-olds at 
$14,155 per student.

Released a year ago, the 
study of the School Finance 
Research Collaborative, a bi-
partisan group of business-
people, educators, and others, 
was the state’s first adequacy 
study in history. It highlighted 
the profound underfunding of 
public schools throughout the 
state. The recently released MSU 
study sounded many of the same 
themes: poor children, English 
language learners, and special 
needs children are significantly 
underfunded in Michigan.

Yet, there were differences 
between the studies as well.  For 
example, while both call for high-
quality pre-kindergarten for all 
four-year-olds at $14,155, only 
the SFRC study argues for high-
quality pre-kindergarten for all 
three-year-olds as well. The MSU 
study calls for pre-kindergarten 
for at-risk three-year olds only.

While both studies indicate 
an underfunding of special edu-
cation, the MSU study recom-
mends 10 percent less additional 
funding than the SFRC study.

While the SFRC report calls 
for additional study of capital 
funding needs of low-property-
wealth districts, the MSU study 
calls for a guaranteed state sub-
sidy for such districts.

Importantly, however, the 
studies reach the same general 

conclusion: Michigan schools are 
significantly underfunded, and 
Michigan’s low achievement lev-
els relative to other states in the 
country are in part a function of 
this underfunding.

Interestingly, these aren’t 
the only two studies in the last 
three years to have drawn this 
conclusion. In December 2014, a 
bipartisan deal in the state legis-
lature authorized the first state 
funding adequacy study in Mich-
igan history. Completed in the 
summer of 2016 with a very dif-
ferent methodology than either 
the MSU or the SFRC study, the 
2016 study nonetheless reached 
the same conclusion: Michigan’s 
schools are underfunded.

Fourteen months ago, in No-
vember 2017, a special education 
reform task force led by then-Lt. 
Governor Brian Calley produced 
a report that indicated special 
education was underfunded in 
Michigan by $700 million.

So what conclusions can 
one draw from these four stud-
ies, all produced in the last three 
years?  First, they aren’t driven 
by the politics of a single politi-
cal party. The MSU study was an 
academic report, not a political 
one. The SFRC was a bipartisan 
effort. The first state adequacy 
study from 2016 was launched 
with a bipartisan vote in the 
state legislature. The special ed-
ucation study was led by a Re-

publican lieutenant governor.
Second, though there are 

differences among them, all 
four studies agree that Michigan 
schools are underfunded. They 
each cite specific areas of under-
funding and specific areas of ed-
ucation that could and should be 
improved with additional school 
funding.

Additional school funding 
helps to hire additional supports 
for students and staff in schools: 
social workers, behavior special-
ists, counselors, nurses, mental 
health therapists, and others. It 
helps to hire teachers to lower 
class sizes. It buys new materi-
als for students and staff. It helps 
to fix and replace buildings and 
parts of buildings. It purchases 
technology for students and 
staff. It provides more profes-
sional development, more time 
during a school day, and more 
school days in a school year.

It’s true that school reform 
isn’t all about money.  But that 
it’s not all about money doesn’t 
mean that it isn’t AT ALL about 
money. It is. Money matters.

And that’s what four school 
funding studies, produced in 
under three years in our great 
state by a range of individuals 
and groups, have all decided.

So no, money isn’t the only 
aspect of school reform…but it 
most assuredly is a critical com-
ponent.
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269.373.7990 | 800.772.3370
kalamazoomuseum.org

The Kalamazoo Valley Museum is operated by Kalamazoo Valley 
Community College and is governed by its Board of Trustees

Handicapped accessible. Sign language interpreters may be scheduled 
with a minimum of two weeks’ notice. Assisted listening devices 
are available in the Stryker Theater and planetarium. 

MATH MOVES: EXPERIENCING RATIO  
AND PROPORTION
FEBRUARY 2 – JUNE 2, 2019
Math Moves is a multi-sensory interactive 
exhibit that encourages visitors to set up, 
measure, describe, and compare ratios and 
proportions in a fun and active approach to 
problem solving.

SPRING BREAK HANDS-ON HAPPENINGS
NUMBERS ON PARADE
APRIL 1 – 5 | 1 – 4 P.M. DAILY
CHAUTAUQUA EXPRESS CONCERT
APRIL 3 OR 4 | 11A.M. – 12 P.M.
4TH WALL THEATRE WORKSHOP
Interactive workshops for children of  
all abilities. 
Space is limited, registration suggested.

SPRING BREAK PLANETARIUM SHOWS
APRIL 1 – 5 | DAILY | $3/PERSON
11 A.M.  Did an Asteroid Really Kill 
the Dinosaurs?
12 P.M. Space Shapes FREE
1 P.M. SpacePark 360
2 P.M. The First Stargazers
3 P.M. Dinosaurs at Dusk

FOODWAYS SYMPOSIUM 2019
THE FOODS WE CARRIED: MIDDLE  
EASTERN FOODWAYS IN MICHIGAN
FRIDAY, APRIL 5 | 5 – 8 P.M.
SATURDAY, APRIL 6 | 9 A.M. – 5 P.M.
Kick off Friday night at the Kalamazoo Valley
Museum with the keynote speaker and light
food. The symposium will continue Saturday
at KVCC’s Culinary and Allied Health building
with classes and demonstrations. See our
website for details and registration.

STATEWIDE ASTRONOMY NIGHT (SWAN)
APRIL 12 | 4 – 8:30 P.M.
Celebrate astronomy with this all-ages festival 
featuring hands-on activities, free planetarium 
shows, and thought-provoking speakers.

Partnership Providing KPS High Schoolers
with Free Bus Fares Starting in Fall 2019

Kalamazoo Public Schools 
high schoolers will find that their 
school IDs can open new doors 
for them starting next fall when 
their school-issued IDs will pro-
vide free transportation on Ka-
lamazoo Metro Transit buses. 

The new fare plan will launch 
during the 2019-2020 school 
year. It allows high school stu-
dents to ride city buses for free. 

It will not replace school 
transportation to and from school, 
but it will provide older students 
with access to transportation for 
activities such as employment, 
sports, and other extracurricular 
activities, said Ken Greshack, KPS 
board vice president. 

KPS Board President Patti 
Sholler-Barber praised the plan 
saying that it will remove barriers 
for students and allow them to 
lead more full and fulfilling lives. 

“The more barriers we take 
away… the more we’re enlarg-
ing their world and making their 
world more predictable and se-
cure,” she said. 

The free bus fare plan was ap-
proved at the Jan. 24 school board 
meeting. The program will be paid 
for by a new Kalamazoo Youth 
Mobility Fund, which is being 
funded through the Foundation 
for Excellence, said Superinten-
dent Dr. Michael Rice. The plan 
for the Youth Mobility Fund was 
developed through a partnership 
between KPS, the city of Kalama-
zoo, Kalamazoo Metro Transit and 
the Kalamazoo Public Library. 

Trustee Jermaine Jackson 
recalled as a student having to 
walk home after school activities. 
“Certainly students in that posi-
tion will greatly appreciate this 
partnership.”

The Foundation for Excel-
lence was created by private 

donors to address systemic 
challenges facing the city of Ka-
lamazoo. The foundation is pro-
viding $70.3 million to stabilize 
the city’s budget, lower its prop-
erty tax rate and provide $10 mil-
lion for aspirational community 
projects. A community fundrais-
ing effort is underway to fully en-
dow the foundation. 

This is the second KPS school 
ID enhancement announced in 
recent months. 

In August, the schools and 
Kalamazoo Public Library an-
nounced that all KPS students 
would be able to begin using their 
school IDs as fully functioning li-
brary cards, which provides stu-
dents to books, databases, and 
other library resources. 

Kalamazoo Metro Transit bus.

Hello, Kalamazoo! Spring is 
near and healthy bites are 
a must when maintaining 
your health. Please enjoy 
this tasty whole grain 
recipe with friends and 
family. Best regards, Chef 
Shaun

Apple Beet Wheat Berry Wrap
Chef Shaun • kps food service chef

Shaun Robinson is the district chef 
for Chartwells at KPS Food Service.

¼ oz fresh dill, chopped 
¾ oz honey mustard salad 

dressing
¾ oz  plain yogurt
1 oz Feta cheese
½ oz golden raisins
½ oz baby spinach 

Ingredients (Ensure all 
ingredients are chilled.)

1 flour tortilla
1 oz wheat berries, cooked
½ oz Red Delicious apple, 

julienned
½ oz beets, julienned
½ oz celery, thinly sliced
1 ¼ oz frozen, shelled 

edamame, thawed
2 oz Romaine, shredded 

Instructions
1. Combine honey mustard 
dressing with yogurt and mix 
until smooth and evenly com-
bined. Stir in chopped dill and 
gently toss with apples, beets, 
celery, and edamame.
2. Combine spinach, lettuce 
and place in the center of the 
tortilla.
3. Place chopped vegetables on 
greens, then top with Feta and 
raisins. 
4. Fold edge of tortilla closest 
to you over the filling, tuck in 
sides then neatly roll up, plac-
ing fold side down. Cut at an 
angle and serve. 

Servings: 1
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KALAMAZOO INSTITUTE OF ARTS
435 W. South Street   269/349-7775   kiarts.org

SPRING IN THE ART SCHOOL... 

SPRING BREAK ART CAMP
April 1-5
Half & full days available for grades 1-6  

SATURDAY ART CLASSES 
6-week term starts April 13 
for grades 1-12 

Our shortest term, at only 6 weeks,  
means our lowest fees of the year.  
Join the KIA for even more savings!

REGISTRATION IS ALSO OPEN
FOR SUMMER CAMPS & CLASSES

ADMISSION: $5 / Students $2 / children through age 12 are always free
HOURS: Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday 11a-5p / Thursday-Friday 11a-8p / Sunday 12-5p

Entrances and FREE parking lots on South and Lovell streets

KPS Students Mark MLK Day with Art Competition, Social Justice Book Bowl (cont. from page 1)

Maple Street, created “Tape.” She 
is taught by Gayle James. 

“Donald Trump” is trying to 
take away people’s voices, dem-
onstrated by the tape around 
their mouth. It also represents 
modern slavery and how modern 
slaves have no voice and live in a 
society of free people when they 
aren’t free. The ignorance of all 
these things is represented by the 
hands telling the girl to stop be-
cause it’s almost as if they don’t 
want to know.”

Isabella Ford’s “Privileged 
Ones” addresses how “MLK stood 
up for civil rights and social in-
equality is a civil rights issue,” she 
said. “Much like racism, white 

privilege is an issue that affects our 
society in many negative ways.”

She is a sophomore at Loy 
Norrix and studies with Gregg 
Stevens. 

The art works were displayed 
at Linden Grove Middle School 
for the preliminary round of the 
Social Justice Book Bowl and later 
were displayed at Western MIchi-
gan University.

The 2019 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Social Justice Book Bowl pre-
liminaries were held at Linden 
Grove, with finals taking place 
at Western Michigan University. 
Students read two books and went 
head-to-head answering trivia 

questions about the books, which 
were all related to themes of social 
justice. (Names in bold indicate 
the winners at each grade level.)
The sixth-grade teams were: 

The Book Buddies, Milwood 

Magnet School —  Tien Boucher, 
Ziyah Johnson, Jireh McNair, and 
Kate Nunez-Santizo.

Global Warriors, Hillside 
Middle School — Kayla Lyle, 
Jamison Merkling, Jordi Marro-
quin, and Lee Smith.

The Golden Ghost, Linden 
Grove Middle School — Carmen 
Capote-Melero, Leen Mardini, 
Michael Scott, and Kardierre Wil-
liams.

Justice Dreamers, Linden 
Grove — Giuliana Bush, Rachel 
Grice, Miriam Mughazy, and Ma-
rissa Wells.

Lightning Readers Chapter 
3, Hillside — Annie Alkema, Nick 
Alkema, Max Johnson, Justin 
Nguyen, and Joey Spada.

The Talented Readers, Mil-
wood Magnet School — Jaylen 
Henry, Terrell McClinton, Jordan 
Meek, and Zaynah Simonian.

The seventh- and eighth-grade 
teams were: 

Beyond the Books, Maple 
Street — Ruby Berg, Isabella Es-
sink, Grace Mahar, and Emily 
Porco. 

The Blue Phoenix, Milwood 
— Julianna Camacho, Javon Har-
ris, Diana Salazar-Ponce, and 
Joshua Washington.

Cuenco Libro de Justicia, 
Hillside — Nate Evans, Caitlin 
Gillish, and Bekah Hodgkins.

Immigration Sensations, 
Linden Grove — Isaiah Hawkes, 
Lucas Hunsinger, Sidney Mack, 
and Wallace Tatara.

Liberty Grove, Linden Grove 
— Jaelyn Andrick, Lydia Dan-
iels, James Hunsinger, and Elliot 
Spoelstra.

The Original Global Readers, 
Milwood — Chauncy Coleman, 

Naliyah Hayes, Reznor Kleber, 
and Love’ Thompkins.

Seekers of Justice, Hillside 
— Chloe Back, Allison Bol, Abby 
Evans, and Allie Flegal.

The ninth- and 10th-grade teams 
were:

Knowledgeable Knights, 
Loy Norrix High School — Megan 
Hybels, Alexandria King, Brandi-
Rose Phiri, and Samantha Shaffer.

Liberty Knights, Loy Nor-
rix — Claire Beougher, Kamryn 
Kimbrough, Jayda Smith, and 
Carson Williams.

Rest in Pieces, Kalamazoo 
Central High School — Elizabeth 
Brack, Lauryn Crawley, Cameron 
Strunk, and Chance Vallelunga.

Words Have Power, Kalama-
zoo Central — Gabriella Barry, 
Gretta Gardner, Victoria Mc-
Couch, and Mollie McDonald. 

The 11th- and 12th-grade teams 
were: 

1,001 Identities, Kalamazoo 
Central — Anieyah Henderson, 
Amir Honeywood, Kaylana Jones, 
Jack Phillips, Aliyah Thomas, and 
Destiny Wells.

The Furious, Phoenix High 
School — Ashah Allen, Amir 
Bowden, Celeste Moss, Arturo Ra-
mos-Morales, and Malik Taylor.

The Gauntlet, Kalamazoo 
Central — Belen Moreno-Aguilar, 
Sienna Crawford, Remington 
Ragan, Victoria Strickland, and 
Elise Warnicke.

Social Justice Bloggers, 
Loy Norrix — Elijah Anderson, 
Camille Bistrek, Cecilia Mireles 
Caballero, and Alexi Weeden.

Symptoms of Being Quizzers, 
Loy Norrix – Rowan Armour, 
Kim Chheu, Rondea Dotson,  and 
Maya Goggans.

Cassandra Tank, "From Fear to Strength" Aanjé Greymountain, "Tape" Isabella Ford, "Privileged Ones"
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NOTICE
Kalamazoo Public Schools welcomes all 
students and staff of any religion, race, 
color, national origin, age, sex, preg-
nancy, gender identification, height, 
weight, familial status, marital status, 
sexual orientation, and disability.

The District will not tolerate or 
condone any act of bias or discrimina-
tion toward any person on the basis of 
religion, race, color, national origin, 
age, sex, pregnancy, gender identifi-
cation, height, weight, familial status, 
marital status, sexual orientation, and 
disability in any of its activities, hiring 
practices, programs or services.

Inquiries by students and/or their par-
ents/guardians should be directed to:

Director of 
Student Services

Kalamazoo Public Schools
1220 Howard Street

Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0161

All other inquiries should be directed to:

Assistant Superintendent of 
Human Resources

Kalamazoo Public Schools
1220 Howard Street

Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0177

District Directory at :
www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

BOARD OF EDUCATION

President
Patti Sholler-Barber

Vice President
Ken Greschak

Secretary
Jennie Hill
Treasurer

TiAnna Harrison
Trustee

Jermaine Jackson
Trustee

Tandy Moore
Trustee

Jason Morris

SUPERINTENDENT

Michael F. Rice, Ph.D.

Put PEEP, Kindergarten Orientation and Registration on Your Calendars (cont. from page 1)

meet teachers, visit class-
rooms, and learn about
the programs that Kalamazoo 
Public Schools offers. Students 
who graduate from KPS are 
eligible for the Kalamazoo Promise 
scholarship, which covers college 
tuition and fees at most Michigan 
colleges and universities.

Parents should bring the in-
coming child’s birth certificate, 
immunization record, proof of 

hearing and vision screening 
(if available), and two proofs of 
residency (for example, a utility 
bill, lease agreement, or mort-
gage agreement).

Children who need immu-
nizations can visit Kalamazoo 
County Health and Community 
Services Immunization Clinic, 
311 E. Alcott St. Children are 
seen on a walk-in basis. The 
immunization clinic is open 8 
a.m.-3:30 Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Friday (closed 
for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.), 
and 10 to 5:30 Thursday (closed 
from 1 to 2 p.m.). The third 
Tuesday of the month, the clinic 
is open from 1 to 3:30 p.m.  For 
more information, call KCHCS 
at (269) 373-5203.

For more information on 
kindergarten enrollment, please 
call Student Services at (269) 
337- 0161. For information on 
PEEP, call (269) 337-0095.

Kyleigh Thomas attended kindergarten 
orientation at Northeastern in 2018.

PEEP/KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION
Arcadia Elementary School  932 Boswell Lane, (269) 337-0530 9:30-11 a.m. / 5:30-7 p.m. 
Edison Environmental Science Academy  924 Russell St., (269) 337-0550 8-9:30 a.m. / 5-6:30 p.m. 
El Sol Elementary School 604 W. Vine St., (269) 337-0230 9:30-11 a.m. / 5:30-7 p.m. 
Greenwood Elementary School  3501 Moreland Ave., (269) 337-0560 9-10:30 am / 5-6:30 p.m. 
Indian Prairie Elementary School  3546 Grand Prairie Road, (269) 337-0590 10-11:30 am / 5:30-7 p.m.
King-Westwood Elementary School  1100 Nichols Road, (269) 337-0610 9:30-11 a.m. / 5:30- 7 p.m. 
Lincoln International Studies School  912 N. Burdick St.. (269) 337-0640 9-10:30 am / 5-6:30 p.m.
Milwood Elementary School  3400 Lovers Lane, (269) 337-0660 9-10:30 a.m. / 5:30-7 p.m.
Northeastern Elementary School  2433 Gertrude St., (269) 337-0690 9-10:30 am / 5-6:30 p.m.
Northglade Montessori Magnet School  1914 Cobb Ave., (269) 337-0700 9:30-11 a.m. / 5-6:30 p.m. 
Parkwood-Upjohn Elementary School  2321 S. Park St., (269) 337-0720 1:30-3 p.m. / 5:30-7 p.m. 
Prairie Ridge Elementary School  2294 S. Ninth St., (269) 337-0630 9:30-11 a.m. / 5:30-7 p.m. 
Spring Valley Center for Exploration  3530 Mt. Olivet Road, (269) 337-0750  9:30-11 a.m. / 5-6:30 p.m. 
Washington Writers’ Academy  1919 Portage St., (269) 337-0770 9-10:30 a.m. / 5-6:30 p.m. 
Winchell Elementary School  2316 Winchell Ave. (269) 337-0780 9:30-11 a.m. / 5:30-7 p.m. 
Woods Lake: A Magnet Center for the Arts  3215 Oakland Drive, (269) 337-0790 9-10:30 a.m. / 5-6:30 p.m. 
Woodward School for Technology and Research  606 Stuart Ave., (269) 337-0810 9-10:30 a.m. / 5:30-7 p.m.



www.kalamazoopublicschools.com6 EXCELSIOR March 2019

do you 
know a  
grieving 
child?
Journeys is a free 
program where  
grieving children & 
teens

hospiceswmi.org
269.345.0273

heal.

  laugh, cry, 
share, remember, 
sing, belong, and

 

 

When the Kalamazoo Area 
Math and Science Center found it-
self with a little time on its hands, 
it decided to go for a big idea. 

For the second year, KAMSC 
has held its Big Data Dive during 
the two days after the end of finals 
and before the beginning of the 
second semester. 

KAMSC Director Dr. Michael 
Tanoff  said the Big Data Dive 
“is the epitome of STEM educa-
tion. The students have a limited 
amount of time to solve a prob-
lem and to present their solution. 
What they produce is amazing.”

The project for juniors and 
seniors was the brainchild of 
physics teacher Mike Sinclair and 
natural sciences teacher Cheryl 
Hach. They decided they would 
give the students a topic and ask 
them to do a fast and furious run 
at data analysis of the issue over 
the course of two days. Last year 
the students looked at the issue of 
sustainability. 

“This is a real immersion 
project,” Hach said. “Kids need 
to know how to work with data. 
There’s so much data out there. I 
saw an article that said something 
like if we set up a solar array in 
someplace like Arizona, we could 
generate enough electricity for 
the entire country. 

“Is that true? I don’t know. 

But the idea is to have kids think 
along those lines, to ask if this is 
possible.”

This year the topic was al-
ternative energy resources. The 
project kicked off with a key-
note talk by Timothy Sparks, vice 
president of Electric Grid Integra-
tion for Consumers Energy. He 
is responsible for integrating all 
generation resource technologies 
with the company’s electric grid. 

After listening to the lecture, 
students broke into subgroups 
organized around topics such as 
cost, sustainability and technol-
ogy related to coal, fossil fuels, 
wind energy, wave technol-
ogy, and solar and nuclear power. 
They researched their topics in 
the afternoon and later that eve-
ning at home. Then the various 
subgroups came together in each 
of their alternative energy groups 
and quickly sketched out a pre-
sentation hitting the main points 
of their research — which they 
presented to the whole group of 
students on the second afternoon. 

Loy Norrix junior Anna Puca 
said she enjoyed the project be-
cause it was interesting and gave 
the students the real world expe-
rience of teaching others. 

“I didn’t know a lot about 
wind energy before,” Puca said. 
“We didn’t have a lot of time, but I 

did learn about the different types 
of wind turbines and about the 
economic benefits. I was a little 
scared going into the presenta-
tion, because I wasn’t sure about 
what kinds of questions we were 
going to be asked.”

During their presentations 
the teams had to answer ques-
tions that Hach, Sinclair and 
fellow students posed about 
topics such as specific technolo-
gies, costs, energy transfer and 
batteries. 

For Sinclair, the real ben-
efit of the project is the way it en-
courages an interdisciplinary look 
at topics. Too often students are 
wrapped up in individual classes, 
learning physics or biology or 
chemistry. “This forces them to 
think across disciplines,” he said. 

“It was interesting. I learned 
a lot about our topic and some 
about the others,” said Kalama-
zoo Central junior Ethan Fonger, 
who took a look at wind energy. 
“Like, I didn’t realize the life span 
of most turbines is about 20 years 
and that maintenance is where 
most of the cost comes from for 
this and most other alternative 
energies. 

“The other thing is, it’s good 
to have a general knowledge 
about how what we’re studying 
plays into the real world.”

The Kalamazoo Central High School 
Class of 1969 will be holding its 50th 
reunion on Aug. 17. 

KAMSC Students Take a
Big Dive Into Big Data

Allie Al-Faraj, Kalamazoo Central senior, begins 
her research for the KAMSC Big Data Dive.

Kalamazoo Central junior Emmanuel Marfo works with his 
team at KAMSC during the Big Data Dive.

KC Class of 1969 Looking for 
Classmates for 50th Reunion

Calling all members of 
the Kalamazoo Central High 
School Class of ‘69. The class 
is holding its 50th Reunion on 
Aug. 17 at Western Michigan 
University’s Fetzer Center. The 
evening will include appetizers, 
a buffet dinner, cash bar, and 
music. Organizers are looking 
for classmates, and contact 
information can be sent to 
PamHoward.Classof69@yahoo.
com. Please include information 
on friends, who are not on 
Facebook or Classmates.com. 
Maiden names are helpful. 

Tickets to the reunion may be 
purchased at www.KCHS69.
com. Please RSVP to Pam 
Howard, Jim McIntyre at (269) 
345-1236, or Charles Parker at 
(269) 501-9971.
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Good college decisions are made 
by gathering good information and by 
being organized.

TIP #1
Connect with your counselor

Your high school counselor can 
provide you with reference materials, 
information, and advice. They can 
help you determine which courses you 
should take to achieve the goals you 
have established, and which tests you 
should take. In most cases, the guidance 
office is also responsible for sending 
your transcript with courses, grades, 
grade point average (GPA), and class 
rank to colleges. Consult your counselor 
early in the process and keep reporting 
on your progress.

TIP #2
Keep a calendar

Sounds simple, but you really need to 
have a calendar that lets you keep track 
of important dates. It can be simple as 
a wall calendar; a free, online calendar 
you can download to a computer or 
print out; or the calendar app on a 
smartphone. Whatever you choose, 
make sure to put these important dates 
on it: 

• meetings with your counselor

• college fairs

•  visits to your high school by college 
representatives

•  college application deadlines (they 
vary from school to school)

Tips for getting it together

Steps to fulfilling The Promise
So, you’ve narrowed it down to the 

colleges you want to go to, you’re set up 
to take the SAT and ACT and you may 
have even visited a few colleges during 
the summer. So now what? 

It’s time to fulfill the Promise. 

The Kalamazoo Promise is a 
scholarship that covers tuition and 
mandatory fees at all Michigan public 
universities and colleges, community 
colleges and some participating private 
colleges for graduates of Kalamazoo 
Public Schools. (See “Oh, the places 
you can go” on page 9 for  participating 
institutions). 

This scholarship program provides 
up to four years of in-state tuition and 
mandatory fees for up to a bachelor’s 
degree or 130 credits, whichever occurs 
first.  Additionally, the scholarship can 
be used for all technical or vocational 
programs offered through any approved 
institution.  This includes an ability 
to build up degrees, credentials 

• deadlines to sign up for tests

• test dates

•  deadlines for your teachers to 
submit recommendations

• college interviews and visits

In addition, use your calendar to 
record the dates you submit materials to 
college admission offices. 

TIP #3
Create and keep a file for each 
college you’re interested in.

As you gather information about 
the colleges and programs you are 
interested in, you will end up with a lot 
of literature, applications, paperwork 
and other information. It’s important to 
save the materials you’ve received from 

colleges and the research you’ve done 
on them. 

Organize all this information by 
keeping a separate file for each college. 
As you read through the materials, take 
notes about the following: 

•  deadlines for applications, test 
scores, and interviews

•  likes and dislikes, pros and cons 
based what you are learning from 
the materials

•  special programs and requirements 
(For example, is there a language 
requirement for certain degrees?)

Also, keep copies of everything you 
submit to these colleges during the 
application process.

and certificates, also referred to as 
“stackable credentials.” Students have 
10 years to utilize The Promise from 
their graduation date.

How to apply for The Kalamazoo 
Promise:

The Promise has made it easy and 
simple for KPS students to apply for and 
get the tuition and fee funding benefit 
available to them for college.  

1. Apply in the fall of your senior year

Students apply for The Kalamazoo 
Promise at the beginning of their senior 
year. Informational meetings are held 
for all seniors each fall and attending 
these meetings will help answer 
questions you and your family may have 
about how to utilize The Promise. The 
Kalamazoo Promise also has Pathway 
Coaches at each high school who work 
in collaboration with the guidance 
office staff to help students navigate the 
scholarship process. 

2. Fill out two short forms

There are two forms to fill out for 
The Kalamazoo Promise and both 
are available through your school 

The Kalamazoo Promise has Pathway 
Coaches for each high school who work 
in collaboration with the guidance 
office staff to help students navigate 
The Kalamazoo Promise scholarship 
form process.  These coaches, who have 
weekly schedules at the high schools, can 
help students in completing all Promise-
related paperwork, filing appeals, 
completing the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and applying 
for other scholarships.  Additionally, 
these coaches are versed in career 
pathways and will make presentations 
to expose students to multiple options 
on how to use The Promise. Students can 

set up appointments with their Pathway 
Coach by email. The coaches assigned 
to each high school and their email 
addresses are: 

•   Kalamazoo Central:   
Mrs. Amanda Bashore,  
abashore@kalamazoopromise.com

•   Loy Norrix: Ms. Melissa Nesbitt, 
mnesbitt@kalamazoopromise.com

•   Phoenix and KILP:  
Mr. Antonyo Tigues,  
atigues@kalamazoopromise.com

Learn more about your Pathway Coach 
on page 20.

Meet your Pathway Coach

guidance office and the Kalamazoo 
Promise Pathway Coaches, or online at 
kalamazoopromise.com/Forms.

2019 COLLEGE GUIDE
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How much of the Promise am I eligible for?
The Kalamazoo Promise covers tuition and mandatory fees based on 

how many years you attended and lived in the KPS district:

Grades you attended  
& lived in KPS

How much benefit  
you’ll get

K-12 100%

1-12 95%

2-12 95%

3-12 95%

4-12 90%

5-12 85%

6-12 80%

7-12 75%

8-12 70%

9-12 65%

10-11-12 None

Colleges & universities that 
participate in The Promise

There are more than 60 colleges 
and universities across Michigan that 
you can attend as a Kalamazoo Promise 
Scholar. From the very large to the very 
small, private or public, community 
college, technical and vocational, your 
educational options are expansive and 
exciting. 

These are the participating colleges 
and universities, the city they are 
located in, and their websites: 

Adrian College (MCA), Adrian,  
www.adrian.edu

Albion College (MCA), Albion,  
www.albion.edu (see ad, page 11)

Alma College (MCA), Alma,  
www.alma.edu

Oh, the places you can go!
Alpena Community College, Alpena, 
www.alpenacc.edu

Andrews University (MCA), Berrien 
Springs, www.andrews.edu (see ad, 
page 17)

Aquinas College (MCA), Grand Rapids, 
www.aquinas.edu (see ad, page 12)

Bay College, Escanaba,  
www.baycollege.edu

Bay Mills College, Brimley,  
www.bmcc.edu

Calvin College (MCA), Grand Rapids, 
www.calvin.edu, (see ad, page 18)

Central Michigan University, Mount 
Pleasant, www.go.cmich.edu

Delta College, University Center,  
www.delta.edu

Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, 
www.emich.edu

Ferris State University, Big Rapids, 
www.ferris.edu

Glen Oaks Community College, 
Centreville, www.glenoaks.edu

Gogebic Community College, 
Ironwood, www.gogebic.edu

Grand Rapids Community College, 
Grand Rapids, www.grcc.edu

Grand Valley State University, 
Allendale, www.gvsu.edu

Great Lakes Maritime Academy, 
Traverse City, www.nmc.edu/maritime

Henry Ford College, Dearborn,  
www.hfcc.edu

Hillsdale College (MCA), Hillsdale, 
www.hillsdale.edu

Hope College (MCA), Holland,  
www.hope.edu

Jackson College, Jackson,  
www.jccmi.edu

Kalamazoo College (MCA), Kalamazoo, 
www.kzoo.edu (see ad, page 12)

Kalamazoo Electrical JATC 
(Apprenticeship), Kalamazoo,  
www.kalamazoojatc.com

Kalamazoo Valley Community College, 
Kalamazoo, www.kvcc.edu  
(see ad,  page 14)

Kellogg Community College, Battle 
Creek, www.kellogg.edu (see ad,  
page 17)

Kendall College of Art & Design of 
Ferris State University, Grand Rapids, 
www.kcad.edu

Kirtland Community College, 
Roscommon, www.kirtland.edu

(continued on page 10)

Form #1:  Application for The 
Kalamazoo Promise Scholarship 

The first form to complete in the fall 
of your senior year is the application for 
The Kalamazoo Promise Scholarship. 
This form is used to determine and 
confirm your percentage of eligibility.

When you complete the form you 
can drop it off at your high school’s  
guidance office or with your school’s 
Pathway Coach.

You can also mail it to or drop it off 
at the Kalamazoo Promise office at 125 
West Exchange Place, Kalamazoo, MI 
49007. 

Form #2:  The Kalamazoo Scholarship 
Acceptance Form

The second document needed is 
The Kalamazoo Scholarship acceptance 
form, which lets The Promise know 
what college you will be attending so 
that the scholarship can be applied to 
your account at that school. Students 

submit this form once they have been 
accepted to the college or university 
that they want to attend and must 
include their student identification 
number assigned to them by the college  
(When you are accepted, colleges will 
assign you a student ID number for 
your college career. This is the College 
Student Identification Number that 
should be placed on this form.)

In the future, if you decide to 
transfer to another qualified college or 
university, you will also use this form to 
transfer The Kalamazoo Promise to the 
new institution you will attend.

The completed Scholarship accept-
should be submited to drop it off at 
your high school’s  guidance office or 
with your school’s Pathway Coach. You 
can also mail it to or drop it off at the 
Kalamazoo Promise office at 125 West 
Exchange Place, Kalamazoo, MI 49007. 

For more information, visit  
www.kalamazoopromise.com.

2019 COLLEGE GUIDE
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GO BLUE! 
GO DEARBORN.

University of Michigan-Dearborn
4901 Evergreen Road, Dearborn, MI 48128

313-593-5100
umd-admissions@umich.edu

We’re Maize & Blue.
Metro Detroit’s Leaders and Best.
Discover why this is a great place to earn your MICHIGAN degree.

100+
DEGREE

PROGRAMS

$51million

IN UNDERGRADUATE
SCHOLARSHIPS

700+
CO-OP & 

INTERNSHIPS

150+
STUDENT

ORGANIZATIONS
HOUSING OPTION

Check us out at:

Spring Open House  |   April 13
SIGN UP TODAY!

umdearborn.edu/springopenhouse

UM-Dearborn accepts the Kalamazoo Promise!

2019 COLLEGE GUIDE

Lake Michigan College, Benton Harbor, 
www.lakemichigancollege.edu

Lake Superior State University, Sault 
Ste. Marie, www.lssu.edu

Lansing Community College, Lansing, 
www.lcc.edu

Macomb Community College, Warren, 
www.macomb.edu

Madonna University (MCA), Livonia, 
www.madonna.edu

Michigan Career and Technical 
Institute, Plainwell,  
www.michigan.gov/mdhhs

Michigan State University, East 
Lansing, www.msu.edu

Michigan Technological University, 
Houghton, www.mtu.edu

Mid Michigan Community College, 
Harrison, www.midmich.edu

Monroe County Community College, 
Monroe, www.monroeccc.edu

Montcalm Community College, Sidney,  
www.montcalm.edu

Mott Community College, Flint,  
www.mcc.edu

Muskegon Community College, 
Muskegon, www.muskegoncc.edu

North Central Michigan College, 
Petoskey, www.ncmich.edu

Northern Michigan University, 
Marquette, www.nmu.edu

Northwestern Michigan College, 
Traverse City, www.nmc.edu

Oakland Community College, 
Bloomfield Hills, www.oaklandcc.edu

Oakland University, Rochester Hills, 
www.oakland.edu

Olivet College (MCA), Olivet,  
www.olivetcollege.edu (see ad, page 16)

Saginaw Valley State University, 
University Center, www.svsu.edu

Schoolcraft College, Livonia,  
www.schoolcraft.edu

Siena Heights University (MCA), 
Adrian, www.sienaheights.edu  
(see ad, page 15)

Southwestern Michigan College, 
Dowagiac, www.swmich.edu

Spring Arbor University (MCA), Spring 
Arbor, www.arbor.edu

St. Clair County Community College, 
Port Huron, www.sc4.edu

University of Detroit Mercy (MCA), 
Detroit, www.udmercy.edu

University of Michigan Dearborn, 
Dearborn, www.umdearborn.edu  
(see ad, this page)

University of Michigan Flint, Flint, 
www.flint.umich.edu

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
www.umich.edu

Washtenaw Community College, Ann 
Arbor, www.wccnet.edu

Wayne County Community College, 
Detroit, www.wcccd.edu

Wayne State University, Detroit,  
www.wayne.edu

West Shore Community College, 
Scottsville, www.westshore.edu

Western Michigan University, 
Kalamazoo, www.wmich.edu  
(see ad, page 13)

Participating Schools  
(continued from page 9)

What is an MCA School? 
The colleges and universities 

listed with (MCA) next to their 
names are part of a partnership 
between The Kalamazoo Promise 
and the Michigan Colleges 
Alliance, an alliance of 14 private 
liberal-arts colleges in Michigan.  

Through this partnership, 
Kalamazoo Promise scholars can 
attend these liberal arts colleges 
and enjoy the same tuition 
and fee benefit they would at 
Michigan public universities and 
community colleges. The MCA 
institutions have agreed to fund 
the difference in costs between 
their institutions’ tuitions and 
attending a public university for 
Kalamazoo Promise scholars.
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• Albion College will meet 100% of a Promise student’s need.
• New this year: Promise students qualify for a $3,000 housing  

and meals scholarship.
• Additional grants available to those who may qualify.

A PROMISING 
NEXT STEP.

albion.edu/kzoopromise

ac_promise_ad_dfinal.indd   1 1/29/19   3:21 PM

2019 COLLEGE GUIDE
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More in Four. More in a Lifetime.®
kzoo.edu/admission

A PROMISE TO DREAM BIG

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

As a Kalamazoo Promise institution, Aquinas College will help you achieve your biggest dreams. 
 

Just minutes from downtown Grand Rapids, our service learning and internship opportunities 
will put you on the path to success. Plus finish in four, guaranteed! Schedule a visit at aquinas.edu.

95%
PLACEMENT RATE

#11
BEST VALUE SCHOOL 
U.S. News & World Report

11:1
STUDENT/FACULTY 

RATIO

2019 COLLEGE GUIDE
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Broncos are 
Prepared.

There’s a reason WMU is the #1 choice of 
Kalamazoo Promise Scholars* and it’s 
not just because we’re close to home. 
Our graduates earn degrees that prepare 
them to immediately succeed. In just 
three months—half the standard of 
most colleges—Broncos are employed 
in jobs they like that are in their field. 
Our students learn deeply in their major, 
and also learn to adapt by pairing their 
passions with critical thinking, reasoning, 
writing and communication.

wmich.edu

EMPLOYED IN THREE MONTHS
91% PLACEMENT RATE WITHIN 

3 MONTHS OF GRADUATION

of

Today. Tomorrow. Forever.

*Among four-year colleges and universities.

2019 COLLEGE GUIDE
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kvcc.edu

You may qualify for  
FREE TUITION AND BOOKS  

through the Kalamazoo Valley  
Accelerated Associate  

Program (KVAAP).

Success is within reach!  
We can help you get there.

Visit kvcc.edu/KVAAP for details.

SA
M

AN
TH

A 
P.

2019 COLLEGE GUIDE
Scholarships for KPS students available through the Kalamazoo Community Foundation

The Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation (KZCF) has a total of 57 
scholarship funds with a variety of 
eligibility criteria. Amounts range from 
$500 to $7,500 and are based on merit 
and/or financial need, with some being 
renewable.

“Even students who qualify for The 
Kalamazoo Promise can make use of 
our scholarships,” says Laura Galaviz, 
KZCF’s scholarship manager. “Whether 
it’s one of the KPS-specific scholarships, 
or one of our general scholarships, 
we encourage KPS graduating seniors 
and graduates to check out these 
opportunities, and we’re here to help in 
that process.” 

The deadline is March 1 to apply for 
Kalamazoo Community Foundation 
(KZCF) scholarships, some of which are 
specifically designated for Kalamazoo 
Public School students and/or 
graduates. 

Eight of these scholarships are 
dedicated to KPS students or graduates, 
while many others include KPS students 
or graduates as eligible: 

• Brady & Patrick Gallagher Memorial 
Scholarship is for a Loy Norrix senior 
with demonstrated ability and interest 
in creative arts for full-time college 
enrollment with financial need, and is 
renewable.

• Communities In Schools / Kalamazoo 
Public Education Foundation 
Scholarship is for a KPS senior with 
a minimum 2.75 GPA to major in 
education in college full-time. Financial 
need may be considered, and the 
scholarship is renewable.

• Duane Roberts Scholarship is for 
a KPS senior or graduate who is a 
minority student with demonstrated 
commitment to social justice, pursuing 
a full-time two- or four-year degree or 
graduate school, with financial need. 

• F.W. & Elsie L. Heyl Science and 
Nursing Scholarship is for a KPS senior 
or graduate or student earning a 
certificate of completion at Kalamazoo 
Area Math & Science Center. 

• Mary Ruth Robinson Scholarship 
is for a Kalamazoo Central senior or 
graduate with a minimum 2.5 GPA 
who is passionate about education 
and studying full- or part-time, 
with financial need (scholarship is 
renewable).  

• Melissa Wroblewski Scholarship is 
for a KPS senior pursuing a two- or 
four-year degree in visual arts full- or 
part-time. 

• Mildred McConkey Memorial 
Scholarship is for a KPS senior showing 
exceptional writing ability with 
improvement in English composition 
for full-time college enrollment.

• Peter & Inez Schonveld Scholarship 
is for a KPS senior or graduate with 
demonstrated determination and good 
citizenship studying full- or part-time 
in a vocational, technical degree-
granting educational institution. 

Scholarship applications are 
available online at www.kalfound.
org/scholarships. Applicants without 
computer access may contact KZCF at 
(269) 381-4416 to arrange a time to fill 
out the application. 

Each year, the Community 
Foundation awards approximately 350 
scholarships, with almost $30 million in 
scholarships awarded to area students 
over the years.

KZCF, established in 1925, has 
the mission to make life better for all 
through leadership and stewardship of 
resources that last forever, and envisions 
a community where every person can 
reach full potential. 

 
There are many types of 

scholarships (which don’t all require 
that you have outstanding grades!) 
and many different organizations 
that provide them. Each scholarship 
provider has its own application and 
its own rules to decide who can get 
its scholarship. Your job is to find 
scholarships for which you think you 
might qualify and to apply by the 
deadlines. And remember: There is no 
“secret” scholarship money out there. 
You don’t need to pay a consultant or 
join a society just because they say 
they can help you find scholarships. 
You can find them yourself and save 
some money. Here are some places to 
look:

•  the free scholarship search at 
StudentAid.gov /scholarships 

•    a high school, Upward Bound, 
or Talent Search counselor

•   your library’s reference section

•    foundations, religious or 
community organizations, 
local businesses, or civic groups 
organizations (including 
professional associations) 
related to your field of interest  

•   ethnicity-based organizations

•    your employer or a parent’s 
employer

Other Scholarship Sources
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Even with The Promise, there are 
other costs of going to college and you 
may still qualify to receive Federal 
Student Aid to help defray some of those 
expenses. 

Federal student aid comes from 
the U.S. Department of Education. It 
can help a student pay for education 
expenses at a college, career school, 
or graduate school, including tuition 
and fees, room and board, books and 
supplies, transportation, a computer 
and dependent care. 

There are three main categories of 
federal student aid: 

•  Grant—Grant money usually 
doesn’t have to be repaid. Most 
U.S. Department of Education 
grants are based on a student’s 
financial need. 

•  Work-study—Work-study money 
is earned by a student through 
a job on or near campus while 

attending school and does not have 
to be repaid. 

•  Loan—Loan money must be repaid 
with interest. Federal student 
loans offer low, fixed-interest rates 
and income-based repayment 
plans. 

For more information on types of 
aid, visit StudentAid.gov/types. 

How to apply for Federal Student Aid
You must complete and submit the 

Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) to apply for federal 
student aid. College and universities 
use FAFSA information to determine 
whether you are eligible to receive 
federal grants, loans, or work-study 
funds. States and schools use FAFSA 
information to determine whether you 
qualify for additional aid, including 
merit scholarships. So be sure to fill out 
a FAFSA even if you think you won’t 
qualify for federal aid.

Financial Aid quick tips
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kellogg.edu

K E L L O G G
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

IT’S ABOUT BUILDING MY

FUTURE

Dual Enrollment and  
Early College at KCC are 
great ways to get a 
jump-start on college 
and save money.

kellogg.edu
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Pay attention to deadlines
The FAFSA becomes available on Oct. 

1 for the next school year. If you want 
to be considered for aid from your state 
or college, you must meet their FAFSA 
deadlines.

State deadlines: If you plan to go to 
college in the fall, Michigan’s FAFSA 
deadline is May 1, though you should 
submit your FAFSA as soon as possible 
after Oct. 1. 

College deadlines: College financial 
aid deadlines may be as early as 
February. For a college’s deadline, 
check the school’s website or contact its 
financial aid office. 

You can complete the FAFSA two ways:

•  Apply online (the fastest and 
easiest way) at fafsa.gov.

•  Download a PDF version of the 
FAFSA at fafsa.gov. Fill out the 
PDF and mail it to the address on 
the form. (You also can visit www.
edpubs.gov or call 1-800-4-FED-
AID to request a print-out of the 
PDF FAFSA.)

Need help? 
You can get free information and 

help from your school counselor, the 
financial aid office at the college you 
plan to attend, or the U.S. Department of 
Education at fafsa.gov or 1-800-4-FED-
AID (1-800-433-3243). 

You can also watch videos with 
step-by-step instructions on how to 
apply for financial aid at www.YouTube.
com/FederalStudentAid (visit the 
“FAFSA: Apply for Aid” playlist) and at 
StudentAid.gov/fafsa.

Gregor Cresnar
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Equipping World-Ready Grads
Calvin LifeWork o� ers four years of programming 
to prepare students for life and work after college. 
And, with an automatic $3,000 scholarship after 
completing three years of the program, students 
have a fi nancial leg up as they begin their senior year.

CALVIN.EDU/LIFEWORK

 LIVE WHAT YOU LOVE. CALVIN

$3,000
INCLUDES A

SCHOLARSHIP

VOCATION FINANCECAREER LEADERSHIP

2019 COLLEGE GUIDE
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kvcc.edu

You may qualify for  
FREE TUITION AND BOOKS  

through the Kalamazoo Valley  
Accelerated Associate  

Program (KVAAP).

Success is within reach!  
We can help you get there.

Visit kvcc.edu/KVAAP for details.
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Literacy Night: Words Come Alive with Fun Activities
Students and families can 

explore books and literacy in 
a whole new way on Literacy 
Night, which is March 6 for 
elementary schools and March 7 
for middle schools. Schools will 
explore themes from sports to 
movies to presidential history 
as they make books and reading 
an interactive, family activity. 
Literacy night started as a way 
to mark the anniversary of iconic 
author Dr. Seuss. Check the list 
below for times and themes.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS - 
MARCH 6

Arcadia Elementary School
5:30-7 p.m.  •  Arcadia kicks off 
the All Arcadia Read. Families 
will receive a copy of the book 
“Appleblossom the Possum, ” 
hear the first two chapters read 
aloud, and learn opossum facts.

Edison Environmental Science 
Academy
5:30-7 p.m.  •  Each grade 
level will focus on a different 
U.S. president for a night of 
American history.
 

El Sol Elementary School
5-6:30 p.m.  •  Literacy night 
returns to the school with a 
focus on the outdoors. 

Greenwood Elementary
5-6:30 p.m.  •  Greenwood 
heads around the world with an 
exploration of different cultures.

Indian Prairie Elementary 
School • 5:30-7 p.m. • Featured 
activities will include a third-
grade poetry slam.

King-Westwood Elementary 
School • 5:30-7 p.m. • A game 
night will include a penny toss 

MIDDLE SCHOOLS - MARCH 7

Maple Street Magnet School for 
the Arts
6-7:30 p.m.  •  Learn how 
literacy is incorporated across 
the curriculum on a fun 
Growlers baseball-themed 
night.
 
Hillside Middle School
6-7:30 p.m.  •  Families  can 
enjoy activities related to book 
“The Hate U Give” and themes 
of injustice, community and 
race.
 
Linden Grove Middle School
6-7:30 p.m.  •  Get your movie 
ticket pass to activities related 
to book-inspired movies such as 
“The Outsiders,” “Matilda” and 
“Lemony Snickett: The Series of 
Unfortunate Events.”
 
Milwood Magnet School
5:30-7 p.m.  •  The novel 
“Touching Spirit Bear” is the 
touchstone for a night of STEM 
exploration, including math and 
biotechnology. 

Alternative Learning Program 
1-3:30 p.m.  •  March 6  •  Fun 
small-group activities will 
center on the theme of “Books 
to Movies.” Note: The ALP event 
will be March 6.

Northglade Montessori School
5:30-7 p.m.  •  "Read Around The 
World" will explore books written 
with an international flair. 
 
Parkwood-Upjohn Elementary 
School
5:30-7 p.m. • Join guest readers 
as the night celebrates the 
Abraham Lincoln essay winners 
and annual book exchange.
 
Prairie Ridge Elementary School
5:30-7 p.m.  •  Prairie Ridge will 
“Roll Out the Red Carpet” for a 
movie-themed night.
 
Spring Valley Elementary School
5-6:30 p.m.  •  Students can take 
a trip around the world through 
books and an international fair.
 
Washington Writers’ Academy
5:30-7 p.m.  •  Washington 
combines literacy and the world 
of work opportunities.
 
Winchell Elementary
5-6:30 p.m.  •  Winchell will 
unveil its One School, One Book 
selection and hold its traditional 
science fair, with awards at 6 p.m.
 
Woods Lake Elementary
5:30-7 p.m.  •  Travel to the 
tropics with their Literacy Luau.
 
Woodward School for 
Technology and Research
5:30-7 p.m.  •  Game on. It’s a 
sports-themed literacy night at 
Woodward. 

to kick-off the Lincoln Penny 
Project.

Lincoln International Studies 
School • 4:30-6 p.m. • Literacy 
will be celebrated with an 
international fair.

Milwood Elementary School
5:30-7 p.m.  •  Milwood 
celebrates literacy and 
“Pathways to the Promise,” with 
an emphasis on career options.

Northeastern Elementary School
5-6:30 p.m. • Join college-
related activities on the "Yellow 
Brick Road to College."
 

Hillside principal Atiba MicKissack talks to a family during literacy night 2018.
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KPS Grads in Action: Promise Scholars Become Promise Employees
The Kalamazoo Promise re-

cently hired six Kalamazoo Pub-
lic Schools graduates for key po-
sitions within the organization. 

“I think we want to set an 
example for the community 
about employing these students 
as they complete their creden-
tials,” said Bob Jorth, execu-
tive director of the Kalamazoo 
Promise. “Hiring them helps us 
be more relevant to the popu-
lation we’re serving. It puts us 
generationally closer to the stu-
dents were serving.”

The Kalamazoo Promise is 
the scholarship program that 
covers in-state college tuition 
and fees for KPS graduates who 
live in the district. 

Amanda Bashore
High School: Kalamazoo 

Central, Class of 2008.
Degrees: Bachelor of Sci-

ence in Industrial and Operation 
Engineering from the Univer-
sity of Michigan, 2013. Master of 
Arts in Counseling from Central 
Michigan University, 2017

Promise Position: As a 
Promise Pathway Coach, I sup-
port Promise students in per-
sonalizing their Promise, help-
ing them connect with resources 
to both explore what they want 
their path to be and how the 
Promise can help them on their 
journey.  This includes working 
with students on Promise pa-
perwork, college applications, 
career exploration, financial aid 
and connecting with opportu-
nities in the community.

How did the Promise make 
a difference in your college go-
ing experience? The Promise 

made it possible for me to grad-
uate with my bachelor’s degree 
with no debt. While I earned a 
bachelor’s in engineering, my 
values and passion took me in a 
different direction profession-
ally after graduation. I discov-
ered what I was really passion-
ate about was working with 
students and empowering them 
to find their own path. With no 
debt, graduate school was much 
more accessible to me finan-
cially. 

What experiences in KPS 
helped prepare you for college 
success? In my time at KPS, I 
was involved in a lot of differ-
ent programs and activities, 
including AP classes, attend-
ing the Kalamazoo Area Math 
and Science center, sports, and 
musicals.  I kept very busy in 
high school and developed time 
management and study skills 
before I got to college. 

What do you think the 
Promise means for Kalamazoo? 
I think the Promise is a visible, 
impactful investment in our 
community that will help Ka-
lamazoo to continue to grow 
and develop as a strong and vi-
brant community. By investing 
directly in our young people, we 
are demonstrating the power 
of individuals to move a com-
munity forward. I hope Prom-
ise alumni will continue to re-
turn to Kalamazoo and work 
as young professionals in our 
home community.

Antonyo Tigues
High School: Kalamazoo 

Central, Class of 2012. 
Degree: B.S. Food Industry 

It feels really good being able to 
come back and work for the Ka-
lamazoo Promise. In a way, it’s 
a dream come true. I remember 
going to the Promise office right 
after graduation and asking Bob 
if there was a possibility of cre-
ating Promise services at MSU to 
help students navigate through 
college. My goal is to see to it 
that the students I work with 
succeed. If we continue to lift 
as we climb, that goal won’t be 
hard to attain. It will take time 
and effort, but we will get there. 

What do you think the 
Promise means for Kalamazoo? 
The Promise means we can cre-
ate a thriving community that 
will act as a model for other cit-
ies. We’re seeing more economic 
growth and development with 
many of the positions being held 
by Kalamazoo Promise Scholars. 
The Promise is an investment on 
human capital, and it’s creating 
a better standard of living.

Isabel McMullen 
High School: Loy Norrix, 

Class of 2013.
Degree: B.A Political Science,

(continued on page 21)

Melissa Nesbitt
High School: Kalamazoo 

Central, Class of 2009. 
Degree: Bachelor of Arts in 

Interdisciplinary Studies in So-
cial Studies, with a concentra-
tion in psychology, Michigan 
State University, 2016

Promise Position: As a 
Pathway Coach I assist Loy Nor-
rix high school seniors as they 
transition through their final 
year of high school and into 
their first year of post-second-
ary education. This can look 
very different for each student, 
ranging from assistance with 
completing all Promise paper-
work and appeals, researching 
and applying for other scholar-
ships, completing college appli-
cations, assistance with FAFSA 
and having those conversations 
around “What can/will my life 
look like after high school?” I 
also work closely with KVCC 
and WMU Promise programs to 
assist with warm hand-offs to 
those institutions. 

What does it mean to you to 
be able to come back to Kalama-
zoo and work for the Promise? 

Management, Michigan State 
University, 2016

Promise Position: Promise 
Pathway Coach at Phoenix High 
School and Kalamazoo Innova-
tive Learning Program. I work 
with students from diverse 
backgrounds to help personal-
ize their Kalamazoo Promise 
scholarship, look at post-sec-
ondary education, and explore 
different career options.

How did the Promise make 
a difference in your college go-
ing experience? The Kalama-
zoo Promise helped me to walk 
away from college DEBT-FREE.

What experiences in KPS 
helped prepare you for college 
success? Some of the experi-
ences that helped me prepare 
for college were taking advan-
tage of the opportunities offered 
in KPS — such as AP courses and 
participating in Education For 
Employment  courses to gain 
exposure to careers, learn new 
skills, and ultimately have a 
better understanding of what I 
wanted to do in the future.

What does it mean to you to 
be able to come back to Kalama-
zoo and work for the Promise? 
Coming back to Kalamazoo and 
working for the Promise has 
been an exciting opportunity 
to serve my community and 
feel like I can make a difference. 
My main goal working with 
students who will receive the 
Promise is to be able to inspire 
students to be self-advocates 
and to know that when it comes 
to their education they have a 
voice and that it matters to their 
learning.
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University of Michigan, 2017
Promise Position: I am a 

research analyst at the W.E. 
Upjohn Institute where I work 
exclusively on Promise-related 
projects. I manage a database of 
Promise students and use vari-
ous data sources to produce data 
requests, reports, and larger 
projects that all revolve around 
trying to better understand the 
Promise student population.

What experiences in KPS 
helped prepare you for college 
success? Every experience in 
KPS prepared me for college. I 
found that I was just as prepared 
as my peers in college in terms 
of academics, and I was much 
more prepared than my peers 
when it came to real-world is-
sues and viewing problems from 
multiple angles. The diversity of 
knowledge and experience that 
exists within KPS is unmatched.

What does it mean to you to 
be able to come back to Kalama-
zoo and work for the Promise?  
It means everything to be back 
home working for the Prom-
ise. Through my work, I hope 
to deepen our understanding of 
Promise students, and help im-
prove rates of college comple-
tion by better understanding 
the barriers that students face.

What do you think the 
Promise means for Kalamazoo? 
The Promise means community 
transformation. This scholar-
ship is a catalyst for transforma-
tions in our public schools, our 
colleges and universities, busi-
nesses, public works, and more. 
I believe we’ve only scratched 
the surface of what the Promise 
can do for this community.   

Alexia Jones
High School: Kalamazoo 

Central, Class of 2014.
Degree: B.S psychology, 

Western Michigan University, 
2018

Promise Position: Reconnec-
tion Specialist.  In collaboration 
with Angelita Aguilar, director 
of credential completion, I help 
the organization identify, locate, 
and reconnect students who are 

eligible but who are not utilizing 
their Promise scholarship.

How did the Promise make 
a difference in your college go-
ing experience? The Promise re-
moved financial barriers for my 
family. I am a first-generation 
college graduate who was able 
to enjoy the full college experi-
ence offered at WMU without 
the stress of finances.

What experiences in KPS 
helped prepare you for college 
success? During my time in 
KPS, I was challenged by tak-
ing AP and honors courses. I 
was able to dual-enroll at Ka-
lamazoo Valley Community 
College during my senior year 

in high school. However, the 
experiences that prepared me 
most were those that you will 
not find on my transcript. I had 
teachers, administrators, and 
staff (CIS Site Coordinator, Mrs. 
Deborah Yarbrough) who loved 
and adored me. They believed 
in me, motivated me, supported 
me, and never let me give up — 
even when I almost gave up on 
myself. 

With the guidance of the 
amazing souls that helped me 
through my KPS journey, I 
learned how to be an advocate, 
for myself and for others. Most 
of all, I learned how to be inde-
pendent and to be a leader.

Lastly, I was surrounded 
by a diverse group of students, 
teachers, administrators, and 
staff, and that helped shape me 
into a well-rounded individual 
who was prepared to experience 
the world from many different 
angles.  

What does it mean to you to 
be able to come back to Kalama-
zoo and work for the Promise? 
Since I was born and raised in 
Kalamazoo, and I attended un-
dergraduate school here, I was 

KPS Grads in Action: Promise Scholars Become Promise Employees (continued from page 20)

eager to move away to experi-
ence something different. How-
ever, working at the Promise 
has made me realize that I do 
not have to leave home to gain 
new experiences. Most of all, 
I am excited to inspire the un-
derrepresented students who 
never thought that they would 
go to college or believe that the 
Promise “is not for them.”

Janell ‘Nelly’ Smith
High School: Loy Norrix, 

Class of 2008.
Degree: Bachelor’s of Busi-

ness Administration with an 
emphasis in management from 
Northwood University, 2013

Promise position: As the 

associate administrator, I am 
the primary person responsible 
for the day-to-day operations 
of the Promise scholarship ad-
ministrative functions. 

What experiences in KPS 
helped prepare you for college 
success? The KPS experience 
that helped prepare me for col-
lege success was definitely my 
AP courses in high school — AP 
English to be exact. I praise Ms. 
Bowser all the time for how she 
taught and structured her class-
room. She was tough, strict, 
and stayed on top of us and our 
work.

What does it mean to 
you to be able to come back 
to Kalamazoo and work for 
the Promise? Working for the 
Promise is everything to me. My 
main goal is to keep informing 
the community that the Promise 
is still alive, up and running. 
Many people are uninformed 
about the Promise. I want to 
continue getting the word 
out and providing the right 
information for the community 
about the Promise — to let 
people know that it will be here 
for a LONG time!!
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SCHOOL BEGINS AT 4!

Every child, every opportunity, every time!

Call the KPS PEEP
(Pre-Kindergarten Early Education Program)

office at (269) 337-0095

Children who attend a high-quality pre-kindergarten
program do better in school and in life. They:

• Get better grades
• Are more likely to attend college
• Get great jobs
• Live successfully

Apply now for the 2019-2020 school year  if your
child will turn 4 years old  by Sept. 1, 2019. Call 
for more information if you want to enroll a child 
who turns 4 after Sept. 1.

Northglade Montessori Magnet School students have been learn-
ing about birds and how male birds always seem to be more colorful. 
The students studied birds and created drawings of peacock feathers. 
Their art teacher is Christine Folck.

Jamyra Wyatt Gerrit Haan Jacob Strzelecki Brighid Brown

Zaynab Johnson

March Mobile Health, 
Dental Clinic Schedules

The Family Health Center 
Mobile Health Clinic and Mo-
bile Dental Clinic serve Kalam-
azoo Public Schools students 
and their families. The medical 
clinic provides physicals, im-
munizations, well-child visits, 
among other services, while 
the dental clinic can clean teeth 
and provide sealants. The clin-
ics take insurance and offer a 
sliding scale fee.  Here are the 
March schedules for the clin-
ics. Schedules are subject to 
change. For more information, 
visit www.fhckzoo.com/mo-
bile-units, call (269) 349-2641, 
or contact the Community in 
Schools of Kalamazoo office at 
your school. 

Mobile Health Unit

March 7 — King Westwood
March 18 — Milwood 

Elementary 
March 20-21 — Arcadia
March 25 — ALP
 
Mobile Dental Unit

March 4-5 — Woodward
March 6-7 — Washington 
March 8-11 — Edison 
March 12 — Milwoood El
March 18-19 — Milwood 

Magnet
March 20 — Northeastern
March 25-26 — Woods Lake 
March 27 — Lincoln 
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High School State Testing
This spring, juniors will once again be taking 

the Michigan Merit Exam (MME), which includes 
a college entrance exam (SAT), a career-readiness 
exam (WorkKeys), and Michigan science and so-
cial studies tests (M-STEP). On Tuesday, April 9, 
juniors will take the SAT plus essay. This is fol-
lowed by the WorkKeys examination on Wednes-
day, April 10 and the M-STEP science and social 
studies tests on Thursday, April 11. The SAT and 
WorkKeys tests are taken in the traditional pa-
per-pencil format. The M-STEP science and so-
cial studies tests are administered online.  

Additionally, the Michigan Department of 
Education (MDE) expects that students in grades 
9 and 10 will take the PSAT test on Tuesday, April 
9. Students in grade 12 are expected to attend in-

structional field trips on Tuesday, April 9. 
Testing students should report to school at 

the regular time on each testing date. Non-test-
ing students should report as indicated in the 
chart below. All students will be released at the 
regular time. 

Students are encouraged to utilize Khan 
Academy online resources to prepare for these 
assessments. Khan Academy offers free practice 
tests and individualized learning activities to pre-
pare students for the SAT and PSAT tests. Addi-
tional information on testing can be found on the 
MDE website. The addresses for these websites 
are provided below. 

www.khanacademy.org
www.michigan.gov/mme

Grade 
Levels

Tests/Subjects Primary Testing Window Make-Up Testing Window

5 ELA, math, science, & social studies April 8-19, 2019 April 22-May 3, 2019

3 & 4 ELA & math April 29-May10, 2019 May 13-24, 2019

Elementary State Testing
This spring, students in grades 3 through 5 

will take part in the Michigan Student Test of Edu-
cational Progress (M-STEP). The M-STEP is an 
online test and is required by the Michigan De-
partment of Education. The table below lists the 
specific subjects tested and testing windows for 

each grade level. More detailed testing schedules 
will be shared by each building. Please note that 
although the test is untimed, most students will 
spend no more than two hours testing on each 
day. When not testing, students will continue to 
receive instruction from their classroom teachers. 

It is important that students 
are prepared to take the state 
assessments. If possible, please 
avoid removing students from 
school on the primary testing 
days. It is also critical that stu-
dents get plenty of sleep before 
testing, arrive at school on time, 
and eat a healthy breakfast. 

The M-STEP and PSAT tests 
are curriculum-based exams, and 
the best preparation for students 
is to attend school regularly and 

complete classwork and home-
work to the best of their abilities. 
Although teachers will spend 
some time familiarizing students 
with the item types and format of 
the test, we believe teaching our 
curriculum is the primary meth-
od to ensure student success.  

For additional information 
on the M-STEP or PSAT tests, 
visit the following: 

www.michigan.gov/mstep
www.michigan.gov/psat

Date Assessments Additional Information

Tuesday, 
April 9, 
2019

PSAT testing for grade 8 
students  (No testing and 
late arrival for students in 
grades 6 and 7)

Grade 8 students attend all 
day.  Late start for students 
in grades 6 and 7 (refer to 
buildings for arrival times)

Wednesday, 
April 10, 
2019

M-STEP science and social 
studies testing for grade 
8 students  (Make-up 
testing through May 3rd)

All students attend all day

April 29 –
May 10, 
2019

M-STEP ELA and math 
testing for grade 6 and 
7 students  (Make-up 
testing through May 24)

All students attend all day

Date Assessments Additional Information

Tuesday, 
April 9, 2019

SAT testing for grade 11 students 
(Grade 12 students who did not test previously are 
required to test.)
PSAT testing for grade 9 and grade 10 students

Instructional field trips for grade 12 
students — sign up in Counseling Office, 
students report at regular time

Wednesday, 
April 10, 
2019

WorkKeys testing for grade 11 students 
(Grade 12 students who did not test previously are 
required to test.)

Instructional day: 12:00-2:20 p.m.
non-testing students (grades 9, 10, 
& 12) report by 11:55 a.m. (No lunch 
served for non-testing students)

Thursday,
April 11, 2019

M-STEP testing for grade 11 students 
(Grade 12 students who did not test previously are 
required to test.)

Instructional day: 11 a.m.-2:20 p.m.
non-testing students (grades 9, 10, 
& 12) report by 10:55 a.m. (No lunch 
served for non-testing students)

Middle School State Testing
This spring, students in 

grades 6 through 8 will take part 
in the Michigan Student Test of 
Educational Progress (M-STEP). 
The M-STEP is an online test 
and is required by the Michigan 
Department of Education. 

New for this year, students 
in grade 8 will take the PSAT 
8 test in place of the M-STEP 
ELA and Math tests. This test 
is similar to the PSAT and SAT 
tests that students take in high 
school and will provide schools 

and families with information 
regarding student progress to-
wards college and career readi-
ness. Because this is a timed and 
highly structured test, it is very 
important that all grade 8 stu-
dents are in attendance for test-
ing on Tuesday, April 9. 

The table below lists the 
specific subjects tested and 
testing windows for each grade 
level. More detailed testing 
schedules will be shared by each 
building. 

It is important that students are prepared to 
take the state assessments. If possible, please avoid 
removing students from school on the primary 
testing days. It is also critical that students get 
plenty of sleep before testing, arrive at school on 
time, and eat a healthy breakfast. 

The M-STEP is a curriculum-based exam, 
and the best preparation for students is to attend 

school regularly and complete classwork and 
homework to the best of their abilities. Although 
teachers will spend some time familiarizing 
students with the item types and format of the 
test, we believe teaching our curriculum is the 
primary method to ensure student success.  

For additional information on the M-STEP, 
including practice problems and resources, visit: 
www.michigan.gov/mstep

• Flexible, part-time shifts 
available

• Attendance bonuses
• Room for advancement

Start your application at
kalamazoopublicschools.com/
departments/humanresources

Interested or want more 
information?
Call Ray at (269) 337-0147

KPS Seeks
Food 

Service 
Workers
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